APIDC Presents Workshop at

California Asian Pacific Islander Policy Summit

APIDC  presented “Perspectives of Asian/Pacific Islanders with Disabilities” workshop on May 2 at the California Asian Pacific Islander Policy Summit in Sacramento.  The Summit “Fighting the good fight: impacting local, state, and federal public policy” has been an annual event and is sponsored by:
Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality (AACRE)*
Asian American Education Institute (AAEI)
Asian and Pacific Islanders' California Action Network (APIsCAN)
Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus
Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs (CAPIAA)
Jean Lin and Hope Yasui  of APIDC and Christina Mills, Deputy Director, California Foundation for Independent Living Centers,  led the workshop to provide Summit participants an overview of the issues impacting Asians/Pacific Islanders with Disabilities.  Panelists addressed:
· Disabilities is a civil rights issue

· Disability etiquette

· Federal and California State disability laws

· Defining disabilities

· Cultural barriers A/PIs with disabilities face

· Access challenges despite passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act

· How can the A/PI community better serve A/PIs with disabilities

The session goals were to:  

· Increase knowledge about the A/PI disabilities community

· To be more inclusive in work to include A/PIs with disabilities

· To become advocates for A/PIs with disabilities

· To help breakdown the stigma associated with A/PIs with disabilities

